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HOUSING DEVELOPMENTS — ROEBOURNE 

Statement by Minister for Housing 

MR T.R. BUSWELL (Vasse — Minister for Housing) [2.07 pm]: I wish to update the house on the 
government’s efforts in Roebourne. The delivery of 12 social housing units this financial year signals the 
beginning of the rejuvenation of Roebourne. With $5 million provided by royalties for regions, we will not only 
deliver 12 new houses but also replace many of the older properties in the town. Twenty-one houses in the 
precinct known as the village will be demolished by December 2011. This has for a long time been the source of 
ongoing disharmony and social fragmentation within the community. These houses will be replaced with new, 
appropriately designed properties. A further 14 properties will be refurbished at a cost of $1.5 million.  

As members would be aware, $11 million has been invested in the Ngarluma Aboriginal sustainable housing 
development, which will yield the Department of Housing 50 serviced lots, 36 of which should be available by 
August 2011. Thirty-two of these houses will be for social housing. The remaining four houses will be allocated 
to Government Regional Officers’ Housing. This will promote the ongoing viability of the development and 
ensure an enduring partnership with the community of Roebourne. There will be opportunities for local 
employment through construction, civil works and general landscaping.  

The government is also committed to delivering low-cost, affordable housing opportunities through its shared 
equity scheme and homeownership packages, aimed at local people who may, for example, be income ineligible 
for public housing but will be able to purchase a new property both within the town of Roebourne and in the 
NASH estate. We are also mindful of the importance of non-government organisations. In partnership with the 
Department of Regional Development and Lands, it is intended to promote access to low-cost, affordable rentals 
for the NGO sector. The Department of Housing has embarked on a new initiative in partnership with the 
Department for Child Protection to roll out a tenancy support program called House 2 Home. This complements 
existing tenancy management practices to ensure that the new, improved housing is protected in the years to 
come. This highlights the importance of government agencies working together and not duplicating resources 
when delivering support programs.  

Over the past six months there has been much work across the whole of government and non-government 
towards rejuvenating Roebourne. It has gained the support and endorsement of both the community and other 
key stakeholders within and around the town of Roebourne. I know that this is only the beginning of a better 
future for the people of Roebourne. As housing minister, I will ensure that my department will continue to 
deliver on its commitments to be the leaders in housing provision.  
 


